NEWS
FROM THE
HAMPSHIRE
CVS
NETWORK


Action
Hampshire



Nexus
V O L U M E

5 ,

I S S U E

1 2

1 3

D E C E M B E R

2 0 1 8

Basingstoke
Voluntary
Action



Communities
First Wessex



Community
First New
Forest



Gosport
Voluntary
Action



Hart Voluntary
Action



One
Community



Rushmoor
Voluntary
Services



Unity

Unity - Gifts for
Cardea clients;
Multimedia
Projector; Volunteer
Awards & Social
Isolation
Conference—p2
BVA Christmas
Invitation & working
with Reach—p3
New Forest Healthy
Walks Celebration—
p3
East Hants
Volunteer Awards—
p3
One Community
embraces Christmas
with a range of
Community
events—p4

Christmas Elves at the Ready
It was in early November that the Fleet BID
(Business Improvement District) approached Hart
Volunteer Centre with a request to run Santa’s
Post Office in Hart Shopping Centre in Fleet from
the end of November to just before Christmas Eve
– a total of 45 shifts!
Never one to shy away from a challenge,
Sue Vincent, Hart Volunteer Centre Manager,
took it on, ably supported by her assistant Lauren,
and a lot of work it has been too.
It is definitely a first for Hart Volunteer
Centre to be recruiting volunteer elves (40 at the
last count), and the response to the request for
help has been fantastic. The Volunteer Centre was
particularly pleased that so many young people
have come forward to help out, the youngest elf being 13 years old.
Thanks go to Court Moor School, Redstars drama group, Hook DofE
Centre and Hart and Rushmoor Young Carers for
supporting their young people to take part, and
to Mrs Wall, former Headteacher at
Dogmersfield Primary School, and a staff team
from Virgin Media for joining in too.
The Post Office expects to help at least
2,000 children write their letters to Santa. In
return Hart Voluntary Action is collecting
donations for their youth counselling and young
carers’ projects topped up by a donation from
the Fleet BID.

Season’s Greetings from the Hampshire CVS Network!
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Christmas is Coming
According to Age UK,
approximately
450,000 people will
be spending this
Christmas alone this
year. This doesn’t of
course relate to
people who use the
Cardea Home
Support service.
Cardea staff have a
wealth of experience
working with people
who may feel
isolated and lonely and they are keen to ensure
everyone has the best possible time during the
festive period!
Volunteers from Unity including Angela,
shown in the photograph, have been busy helping
Santa wrap and tag gifts for Cardea’s clients to
bring a bit of early Christmas cheer to their homes.
Cardea Home Support, which has recently
celebrated a year in business is as busy as ever
providing support to people in their own homes
who may need of a bit of companionship or just
some help to resolve an issue which could impact
on their quality of life.

Funding for Technology
Unity was delighted to
receive a cheque from
Test Valley Borough
Council recently. This
funding has contributed
to the purchase of a new
multimedia projector for
their Andover offices at the Bus Station.
Whilst Unity uses the multimedia projector
for its own training workshops and events,
charities and community groups across Test Valley
can also benefit from the new equipment too by
utilising their less well known ‘loan’ service.

Volunteer of the Year Awards &
Social Isolation Conference
Groups across Test Valley joined Unity for their
Annual General Meeting, Volunteer Awards and
Conference which were held at the Grosvenor
Hotel, Stockbridge this year.
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A lively day with 65 people representing
over 42 groups joined the event to hear NHS West
Hampshire Clinical Commission Group’s Samantha
Roussos speaking about the importance of
working together to provide health interventions
to help take pressure off overstretched services.
Other speakers included Sam Otter, a Unity
Volunteer Driver who gave a fun talk about why he
became a volunteer driver and how these services
are so important to local people. A really positive
message which was well received.
The Test Valley Mayor, Cllr Ian Carr and his
consort Mrs Carr, who helped to present the
Volunteer of the Year Awards in the afternoon,
heard about the work of just a few of the
volunteers and the groups who make such a
significant contribution to the local community
and to those who need it the most.
The Awards were presented by Unity
Trustee, David Harber and were in three
categories:
The Unsung Hero Award sponsored by
Abbotswood Court - Cinnamon Care Collection,
won this year by James Ropner who volunteers
with Inclusion services providing a friendly smile,
cup of tea on the go, empathy to those who are
suffering and the occasional gardening project!
The Team of the Year sponsored by Dawn Elson,
won by the Andover Allotment Volunteers who
provide hours of therapeutic interventions for
service users and their families. This pioneering
project has been in place for over 2 years and this
year supplied Inclusion service users and staff with
endless bags of mixed green salad leaves and
herbs. As a result of the allotment’s success other
allotments are now being considered.
The Volunteer of the Year Award, once again
sponsored by Ansvar Insurance, was won by Derek
Johnson from the BOAZ Project. Derek has been a
volunteer for over seven years for two days a
week. He works tirelessly on the project which
helps adults
with learning
disabilities.
The project is
in a farm
setting and
involves a lot
of physical
activity.

The Spirit of Christmas in Fareham

BVA Working With Reach

Community First Fareham is delighted to be coordinating Fareham Christmas Day lunch this
year. The lunch – now in its 9th year – is a special
event in the Fareham community calendar for
people who would otherwise be alone on the
day. Each year over 100 guests and helpers come
together to have a traditional Christmas Day
lunch followed by carol singing and a raffle.
The event continues thanks to the
generous support of donors and volunteers from
the local community. Donors like Clive and Anne
Parker from
Fareham who
presented the
Christmas fund
with a cheque for
£250 in memory of
their late
Anne & Clive neighbour Ron
Oliver. Ron was a
local man, known to many in the town for his
friendly personality and willingness to lend a
helping hand. He was often to be seen out with
his dog Duke. After being widowed in 2006, Ron
spent every Christmas with Clive, Anne and their
daughters, as well as joining in other family
occasions. Sadly he passed away this year, aged
91. Thanks to a small
bequest from Ron, the
Parker family are able to
support a number of local
good causes on his behalf.
“We wanted to
support Fareham
Christmas Day lunch as we
had many happy memories
Ron & Duke of Christmases with Ron,”
said Anne.
“It will be a quiet Christmas this year
without him.” Added Clive.

BVA’s Volunteer
Centre is now
interacting with
Reach
Volunteering to
complement the
local roles on
Volunteer North
Hants. Reach
allows
organisations to
register free to post opportunities, especially
Trustee roles and others requiring specific skills
from a wider distance. Their aim is to connect
people, skills and good causes with opportunities
to potentially assist remotely. This initiative should
increase the number of volunteers active in the
Basingstoke area. Initial discussions are also
underway with Ethical Angels to clarify how best
to interact locally with the Business Community
wishing to encourage staff to Volunteer.

BVA Christmas Invitation
BVA is ending the year with an open invitation to
local charities to drop in to the Orchard office on
Wednesday in the early evening of 20 December,
to enjoy light refreshments, a Christmas drink
and the opportunity to chat to the CEO, Chair of
Trustees and staff - looking forward to 2019.

Celebration Healthy Walks Volunteers
Every year Community
First New Forest
celebrates the time given
by their trained Healthy
Walks leaders. At this
year’s annual walk and
cream tea event, two
volunteers Jane and Pat
were celebrating 10 years
of leading walks in Milford
-on-Sea. The weather was
unseasonably hot so
fleeces and coats were duly discarded. Nineteen
Volunteer Walk Leaders attended and the walk
concluded with a fabulous cream tea at the Cider
Pantry in Burley.

East Hampshire Recognises Volunteers in
Award Ceremony
On Thursday 8 November, East Hampshire District
Council (EHDC) and Community First celebrated
the contributions of local volunteers at the East
Hampshire Volunteer Awards at the Old Thorns
Hotel near Liphook. Volunteers were recognised
for their unwavering commitment, their above and
beyond efforts to support their organisation, and
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tireless work on Clanfield Parish Council ensuring
the best outcomes for the community.
The Lifetime Achievement Award: There were so
many incredible Lifetime Achievements that two
people received this award. Jim Dickinson, the tree
warden for Alton for over 25 years, was awarded
for his hard work promoting the importance of
trees in Alton and Hampshire. Anita Clark was
awarded for her dedication to fundraising
£400,000 for Emmaus Hampshire and raising
awareness of homelessness in Hampshire.
their positive influence through engaging their
peers.
150 attendees, including nominated
volunteers and their guests, were welcomed to
the hotel’s Gatsby Ballroom by the music of the
Alton College Jazz Band. Pradip Tran, a pupil at the
Petersfield School and accomplished solo violinist,
entertained the audience with a sublime musical
interlude. Local groups Charity Walk for Peace and
Home Start Butser also spoke in between award
presentations to raise awareness of their work.
Tim Houghton, CEO of Community First,
and Sandy Hopkins, Chief Executive of EHDC, gave
speeches to thank all the volunteers and to
encourage everyone to spread the word about
volunteering and its value to our communities.
Presentations were made to the three
shortlisted volunteers in each category. The
audience had the pleasure of seeing and hearing
from the award winners in a specially made video
of each of them. You can view the videos here.
The first place winners in each category were:
Young Person of the Year: Caroline Hodgkiss, 17,
of Alton Young Lions for her dedication to student
volunteering and peer engagement.
Unsung Hero Award: Jenni Few, who has
combined music with community action over the
last four years through her volunteering with
Radian Group, Embrace Change, and Music
Fusion.
Small Team of the Year Award: The First Place
award winning team was the dedicated
Wednesday volunteering team at Butser Ancient
Farm in Chalton.
Large Team of the Year Award: The team at the
Peak Day Centre in Liphook for the compassion
and care they provide to older and more
vulnerable members of the community.
Special Commendation: John Bannell for his
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One Community Christmas

One Community has really been getting into the
Christmas spirit with a number of events, including
a Community Christmas Tree Festival at Eastleigh
Museum with Christmas trees representing 24
community organisations delighting visitors to the
exhibition gallery.
On 11 December One Community
organised a Carols Round the Christmas Tree
event in the centre of Eastleigh with the kind
support of the Riverside Concert Band, captivating
shoppers, dog walkers and passers by alike.
In Fareham, One Community is providing
two days of Christmas Wrapping in the Shopping
Centre on 19 and 20 December 9am-4pm. Using
wrapping paper donated by local businesses, One
Community volunteers will wrap presents in
return for a donation.
Promoting One Community’s Knitters
Group, a volunteer has produced a knitted nativity
set to grace One Community Fareham’s window.

Charlotte Yonge statue complete
with rainbow shawl.

